A Specialist Health Visitor Conference -  hosted by Special Matters (Sure Start Staffordshire Moorlands) took place on Wednesday 23rd November and Tuesday 29th November at Cobridge Community Centre.   Both days saw an audience of Healh Visitors, School Nurses and other health professionals from across the four PCT’S in North Staffordshire.  The event promoted good practice and enabled the launch of the new guidelines and checklist *(please see separate documents) which was a result of a working party made up of health visitors, school nurses, parents, Sure Start and Children’s Disability Team being developed.
Concerns were raised by parents from the Sure Start Special Matters group, regarding inconsistent patterns of health service provision for children with special needs. This was particularly pertaining to Health Visiting and School Nursing. It was identified that lack of continuity and barriers to effective health service delivery were apparent for this group of children/families. Having identified these problem areas for families the working party wrote a new "standard”.  This is consistent with findings in Standard 8 of the National Service Framework for Children (DoH, 2004) and research undertaken by Sloper (1999)

It was accepted that parents valued the support from Health Visiting and School Nursing, we also identified that lack of continuity and barriers to effective health service delivery were apparent for this group of children/families. Perceived barriers to effectual service delivery included:

· Inconsistent patterns and continuity of health service provision for children with disability/ complex health need and their families

· Lack of recognition and formal review 

· Lack of co-ordination between multiple service providers

· Exclusion from some mainstream and community services and facilities
Update April 2006 -

Since the Conference in November, the working party have met to discuss the new guidelines practice.  It was decided that a full audit trail of the new guidelines would take place across the four PCT’s in Staffordshire this summer by the Health Visiting team from the Staffordshire Moorlands Project.  A full report will be issued this Autumn.  School Nurses, who have worked very closely with this project, will also launch their own guidelines and checklist this summer in Staffordshire Moorlands.   
The same working party of health visitors have been recently notified and agreed to present this project to a National audience of Health Practitioners at Harrogate in October.
