The first Special Matters Conference “Parallel Worlds” was held at the New Vic Theatre, Newcastle under Lyme on 17th May, 2007.
This was a very special “conference with a difference” delivered by the Special Matters Families and supported by the New Vic Theatre Borderlines.

The Conference highlighted gaps in services, good practice and focused on giving a true understanding of what these families face and feel through:

· A short drama  written and presented by the parents

· The premiere showing of the Special Matters documentary film portraying the families lives

· Interactive workshops

The Conference was hugely successful delegate comments included: 

“ a very grounding experience which reminded me of the real issues for people, fantastic, Well done!”
“I have thoroughly enjoyed today.  It was powerful and meaningful.  Thank you all for sharing your lives with us”

“A real eye opener to the impact of a child with a disability on the whole family”

“Very powerful  and emotional”
The second Special Matters Conference “Parallel Worlds, Shared Places” was again held at the New Vic Theatre supported by New Vic Borderlines.

The aim of this Conference was to capture a larger and “more strategic” audience and also to film the whole experience including the preparatory workshops and the conference itself.
This Conference focused on transition and once again the emotional impact of a child with a disability on the whole family. “ Parallel Worlds, Shared Places” was centred around a drama piece created by the parents.  Workshops focused on the emotional impact from the perspectives of autism, physical disability and learning disability.  Delegates were again offered the unique experience of stepping into the parent’s shoes through a variety of “tricks” throughout the day.
“Buzzing, vibrant, noisy, fun… do those words spring to mind in connection with a conference?  They don’t tend to with me- so the Special Matters conference at the New Vic was a bit of a revelation”  BBC Stoke and Staffordshire
“ Everyone I spoke to during the day was very impressed. My understanding of the day to day issues faced by families with SEN children was greatly increased”

“very inspirational”

“I wish everybody could see it”

“very powerful and moving”

